Zijflap tekst 
What is the Brabant Road Safety Label?

The Brabant Road Safety Label offers municipalities, primary, secondary and special-needs schools a helping hand for providing road safety education that is structural and more focused on daily practice. It is an umbrella project initiated by the province of Noord-Brabant for road safety education aimed at young people between the ages of four and eighteen.

Children are a vulnerable group in traffic. Hundreds of children are involved in road accidents every year. More than an entire class of school children lose their lives. Children have to learn to negotiate traffic safely. A hallmark has been introduced to stimulate road safety education in schools and to ensure its high quality: the Brabant Road Safety Label (in Dutch, BVL = VerkeersveiligheidsLabel). With the Road Safety Label, a school shows that it provides high-quality road safety education and promotes road safety around the school. In addition, the Road Safety Label provides schools with handles for working on road safety in a structured manner.

A participating school has an intake interview with an independent Road Safety Label (BVL) auditor. Together, they map out the so-called zero situation. After this interview, the school receives a report and a completed score card. The score card is an important tool for the school to structurally approach road safety. The school subsequently sets to work to try and obtain the Label. When the school indicates that it is ready for the Label, an independent BVL auditor again visits the school to compare the new situation with the BVL criteria. If the school meets the conditions, it receives the Label as ‘proof’ of structural and high-quality road safety in theory and in practice.

It is not easy for schools to obtain this Label; the school has to score sufficiently on five components:
· road safety is part of school policy;

· pupils are given road safety lessons;

· there are road safety projects with practical exercises;

· the school environment and the roads leading to it are as safe as possible;

· (traffic) parents or carers show commitment to road safety education.

The aforementioned points are detailed in the BVL criteria.

Once the school has the Label, the BVL auditor randomly checks whether the school continues to meet all conditions for retaining the Label. 

Added value
By providing structure to road safety at schools, the expected yield (increased knowledge and changed behaviour) is larger than for incidental projects. For schools, the BVL is not ´another new thing´; it is an umbrella under which good projects and activities are undertaken coherently. The added value of the BVL for the school is twofold:

1. By applying structure, it is easy for a school to incorporate the BVL in the school work plan every year, enabling the teachers and parents to set to work with it. This way, everybody knows what is expected of them.

2.
When BVL activities are mapped out properly, their costs can be budgeted. 

In 2009, 809 schools in Noord-Brabant were registered, of which 534 schools hold the Label (situation on the 1st of November 2009).

BVL and municipalities
Besides schools, municipalities play an important part in the BVL approach. Together with the schools and the most important road safety partners, they build on the BVL objectives. The municipal road safety coordinator has a general idea of the road safety education activities in the participating schools. The municipality can advance road safety around schools and on the main school routes. The coordinator encourages local parties such as the Dutch Road Safety Association, police, education advisory services and active parents to support schools in obtaining (and retaining) the BVL. In concrete terms, this means that this coordinator steers the local BVL network and is the regular point of contact for the province. All 68 Brabant municipalities participate in the BVL. A provincial BVL team was set up to support all stakeholders locally. This team helps the municipalities and schools wherever necessary. 

BVL and the province of Noord-Brabant

Within the Netherlands, the province of Noord-Brabant wants to lead the way; the Provincial Traffic and Transport Plan expresses the ambition to be the safest province in the country. We make an excellent contribution to this mission by jointly continuing to work on the Brabant Road Safety Label. Participation in the  BVL is not an objective in itself here, but an important tool to promote road safety amongst young people. Besides its continuous focus on Sustainable Safety through road layout, the province has intensively promoted the so-called people-oriented approach for years: information and communication, education and enforcement. For all Permanent Road Safety Education target groups, an approach is developed and offered to the municipalities in the Area-Targeted Approach regions for further development after a test phase. This facilitates permanent training in the area of road safety education. The BVL is a strong link for the target groups 4-12-year-olds and 12-16-year-olds. 

