Summary of Long-Range Implementation Programme 2010-2014

The province of Noord-Brabant strives for a sustainable safe traffic and transport system based on the ambition of being the province with the best road safety in the Netherlands. 

We introduced a new approach to road safety in 2007: the ‘Route Plan Road Safety in Noord-Brabant. This Route Plan includes a ‘Long-Range Implementation Programme 2007-2011’, annual implementation programmes and a grant scheme. One of the objectives in this Route Plan is a reduction of the number of traffic fatalities to maximum 143 in 2010. This target has been achieved with 137 traffic fatalities in 2008. But we're not done yet!
Three pillars
This ‘Long-Range Implementation Programme 2010-2014’ is a follow-up of the 2007-2011 programme. This programme is the stepping stone for all road safety activities in Noord-Brabant and the new foundation for our annual implementation programme and for our road safety partners. Just as in the previous programme, the pillars of our policy are maintained: cooperation, integral approach and ‘Sustainable Safety’. 

Government strategic plan
Our programme is in keeping with the government's ‘Strategic Road Safety Plan 2008-2020’. This plan explores what is necessary to achieve the current road safety objectives and what would be necessary if we wanted to be even more ambitious. There are two components here:

- continue to build on the existing line with a broad range of measures and;

- devote attention to specific themes and target groups.

Work groups
A project-based approach is a priority and communication has to be continuous, broad and targeted. We are composing two new work groups. The ‘Road Safety for Provincial Roads’ work group’s task is to explore and define what ‘Sustainable Safety’ will mean for provincial roads in the future. In addition, together with our road safety partners, we are forming a broad work group ‘Road Safety Strategy’. One of this work group's main tasks is to investigate for which specific themes an intensified approach is worthwhile. Following on from this, we will develop a tangible and innovative project proposal for a subject with a good chance of success, which can be rolled out across Brabant.

Recommendations
The Long-Range Implementation Programme 2010-2014 materialised after a number of discussions with our road safety partners. The discussions have produced a great number of recommendations, which we will put forward in the work group ‘Road Safety Strategy’. 

In line with the content of the national strategy memo, some of the condition-creating recommendations are:

- for which specific areas of attention or themes is an intensified approach appropriate and can we make tangible innovative project proposals;

- development of a provincial ‘menu for road safety spearheads’ for discussion with the road safety partners;

- development of even more regular communication with the Traffic & Transport Platform;

- harmonisation of the provincial and regional (GGA) implementation programmes.

Outlines of the recommendations concern:

- continuing, in an innovative manner, the current road safety policy with a broad project-based approach, focussing on influencing behaviour and targeting successful activities;

- expansion of the current provincial director’s role with regard to road safety, as now already exists with the Brabant Road Safety Label;

- development of tangible project proposals for specific target groups and areas of attention.

Projects
The 2010 Implementation Programme has various projects aimed at young drivers, the elderly and cyclists, to name but a few. Other themes include alcohol, drugs and speed limits. Finally, we continue to invest heavily in the Road Safety Label project and we are intensifying our cooperation with the police through various tangible projects such as ‘Careless drivers off the roads' .

Extra funds
The province makes € 900,000 available annually for the implementation of the road safety activities in the Long-Range Implementation Programme 2010-2014’ and the SRE an annual amount of € 100,000. In addition, the province has created an extra budget of € 10 million for the period 2009-2011, providing an ‘extra impulse for road safety’, of which € 1 million has been reserved for people-oriented measures.

