Chapter 2 Summary
From project via implementation to policy
This is the development of the Brabant Road Safety Label in a nutshell.

In 1997, the province of Noord-Brabant started the Brabant Road Safety Label with the intention of structurally working on juvenile road safety. From the beginning, the province has striven for intensive collaboration with external partners such as schools, municipalities, parents and carers, police, education advisory services and the Dutch Road Safety Association. This cooperation is one of the reasons why the project has been very successful from the beginning. Another reason is that the project is noncommittal in the sense that schools and municipalities are not obliged to participate in the project. They do this off their own accord. 

At the start of the project, the province was hoping that two-thirds of all Brabant primary school would participate in the Brabant Road Safety Label by 2009. This target has been exceeded. The result is even higher for municipalities; 100% of the 68 Brabant municipalities have meanwhile joined the project. The commitment is enormous! And it is a very high-profile project, too! A large number of provinces have meanwhile adopted the Brabant Road Safety Label (BVL) and cooperate with Noord-Brabant for the development of the training modules for secondary education.

The preliminary cherry on the BVL cake was the presentation of the Child Safety Award for ‘Safe and autonomous Child Mobility’ by the European Transport Ministers in 2006.

What is the Brabant Road Safety Label?

The Brabant Road Safety Label is a certificate that a school is awarded when it meets a number of criteria. These criteria are:

· road safety is part of school policy;

· pupils are given road safety lessons;

· there are road safety projects with practical exercises;

· the school environment and the roads leading to it are as safe as possible;

· (traffic) parents or carers show commitment to road safety education.

By November 2009, 534 Labels had been presented and another 300 schools were busy obtaining the Label. Due to this, the BVL has had a steady and important place in Brabant Road Safety policy.

Secondary School Trial

In the last twelve years, the project was evaluated regularly. A number of teething problems were resolved and in primary schools, especially, the project is running smoothly. An important other target group for the coming years is formed by secondary schools. At the moment, 40% of them participate in BVL and of this 40% 38% have been awarded the Label. Different criteria apply for this type of education than for primary education. In the current school year, secondary education modules are developed and tested in eighteen schools in secondary education through the Secondary School Trial modules. If this trial appears to be successful, the modules will be made freely available and the current BVL criteria will be held up to the light. Here, too, the percentage is expected to rise drastically. The province’s goal is a 95% participation in primary education and 80% participation in secondary education by 2020.

SEEF (to) the Future

Despite the BVL’s success, obtaining these percentages is not just a matter of course in the coming ten years. Much work will have to be done to allow the BVL to remain a good instrument for improving road safety for all interested parties. This strategy memo SEEF (to) the Future wants to provide the initial boost. The basic principle for the memo is that the province permanently opts for an active and coordinating role to guarantee the quality of the BVL. To this effect, the period 2010-2020 is divided into two equal periods.

The following themes apply for the period 2010-2014:

· quantity;

· anchoring;

· the Label project;

· communication and culture;

· organisation and means.

One of the premises is that the BVL approach works and that, certainly for primary education, the emphasis is on further deepening and broadening of the idea. Another premise is that the current BVL organisational structure is successful, but does have to adapt to a still growing ‘customer base’.

This also applies for the period from 2014-2020. Certainly when the desired percentage of secondary schools join. In the coming years, the BVL strategy will be based on the existing capacity of the BVL team within the province and on the existing budgets. Should the latter not be possible, extra cover will have to be found within the existing provincial road safety budget.

All in all, the province of Noord-Brabant, together with its partners, is committed to road safety. With BVL specifically for our young people, now and in the future!

